QUILT-AS-YOU-GO
LOG CABINS

STITCHED IN COLOR

| BLocKk SIZE | SuPPLIES
- Unfinished: 14.5" x 14.5" +  2.5" strips
- Finished: 14" x 14" - 15" or larger batting
square
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This is such a great quilt project for new quilters. With the quilt-as-you-go
method, the batting is attached and quilted to the quilt block as you make
it. This is the part I'll show you how to do in this pattern. Then, after you
make the individual quilted blocks, you assemble the blocks with a normal
1/4" seam. Press seams open, quilt blocks and batting. Then add the quilt
backing at the end, as one large piece.

Quilting a large quilt on a regular home sewing machine can be challenging.
With quilt-as-you-go, you can create quilt blocks with lots of texture and
long-term durability, while avoiding the huge quilting task at the end.

To connect your quilt back to the assembled and already-quilted top, you can
machine quilt just along the block seams using a straight stitch or a zigzag
stitch (which is a good way to disguise any less-than-straight lines!). Or,
you can connect the quilt back to the quilted top by tying it by hand. Tying
is an old-fashioned method that totally works. And, I think it's fitting for a
log cabin especially!

For a step-by-step tutorial on how to finish a quilt-as-you-go quilt, see this
post at Stitched in Color.
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https://www.stitchedincolor.com/blog//2016/08/how-to-assemble-finish-quilt-as-you-go.html
https://www.stitchedincolor.com/blog//2016/08/how-to-assemble-finish-quilt-as-you-go.html

| START

Begin with a square of low-loft batting,

about 15" or larger.

Cut (2) 2.5" squares.

15" batting square

Place squares right-sides
together approximately at
center of the batting. (To find
center, fold the batting in half,
crease with fingers, unfold, fold
in half the other way, crease
with fingers and unfold. Center
is where the fold lines

intersect.) Pin squares in place.

Sew a 1/4" seam along the right
raw edges of the matched
squares. You will be sewing
through the batting,
permanently anchoring your
squares in place. Then, open
the squares so that right sides
are exposed. Press squares
open. The square on the left is
the center of your log cabin
block.
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Quilt the first two squares as
desired. I chose straight lines
spaced approximately 1/2" apart.
I love the look of straight lines
with quilt-as-you-go log cabins
because you can make the lines
spiral in the direction of the logs.
You'll see what I mean as we
continue.

You may want to use pins to hold
the fabric in place as you quilt. Or,
steady it with your hands to avoid
shifting.



center Square

| App Logs

Cut (2) 2.5" x 4.5" pieces for your next 2 logs.
Place one piece on top of the squares, right sides
together, matching raw edges. This log should
completely cover the squares. Attach the log with
a1/4" seam, as usual and press open.

Quilt this new log as desired. Ialways chose to
quilt straight lines along the length of the log. For
this look, start quilting at about a 1/2" from the
just-created seamline and continue quilting
outwards until you get close to the raw edge. No
need to quilt right to the edge of the log, since a
future seamline will cover the edge by a1/4". As
you quilt, alternate the direction of travel to avoid
dragging the log off center with the pull of the
quilting.
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all Unfinished Logs are 2 1/4”

Add the next log (2.5" x 4.5") in the same way.
Each new log is added on perpendicular to the
previous log, in a way that spirals continuously
around the center square. Always fingerpress
thoroughly or press with an iron before quilting,
so that you are sure the log is all the way open.

To check the accuracy of your work, you can use a
clear ruler to measure from the seamline to the
raw edge of an outer log. Because we are working
with 2" finished logs, the outer logs (which have
one sewn edge and one raw edge) should be 2 1/4"
wide.



| App Logs

Cut (2) 2.5" x 6.5" logs. These are the next two
you'll add to the log cabin, continuing in a spiral
around center.

With quilt-as-you-go you cannot square up your
work as you are sewing, since you don't want to
cut off the batting foundation. Be careful to cut
your logs accurately to help keep things square.
Even with careful sewing, things can get a little
off. Before adding a new log, you can use a clear
quilting ruler and a regular pencil to measure and
mark a line that is 2 1/4" from the previous seam
line. Use this pencil line as a guide for placing the
raw edge of the next log.
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Don't forget to quilt each log before adding
another!

After adding your pair of 6.5" logs, you'll need (2)
2.5" x 8.5" logs. The log pairs keep increasing by
2". So, nextis(2)2.5" x10.5", then (2) 2.5" x
12.5", and ending with (1) 2.5" x 14.5".



| FINIsH

‘Match to
vertical

Now that your block is complete, it's time to
square it up and cut off the excess batting. Begin
by trimming one edge of the block so that the
outer log is exactly 2 1/4" wide when measured
from the previous seamline. I trimmed along that
medium brown text log.

Then, align the trimmed edge with a vertical line
on your cutting mat. Trim the next edge of the
block, which should be perpendicular to the first
trimmed edge. Use a horizontal line on your
cutting mat to make a perpendicular cut, also
measuring so that the cut is at 2 1/4" from the last
seam line.

It's really helpful if your cutting mat is near the
corner of your work table, so that you can walk
around the table to cut from a different vantage
point. It's always more accurate to avoid moving
your block while squaring up!

With both cuts flush with lines on your cutting
mat, measure and cut the remaining 2 sides so
that the block is 14.5"square. Once assembled with
other blocks, each block will finish at 14"!

I made 20 of these blocks to assembleina4 x5
layout. That yielded a comfy throw quilt
measuring 56" x 70".

ENJOY!

Rachel Hauser

instagram.com/stitchedincolor

www.stitchedincolor.com

STITCHEDINCOLOR.COM | QUILT-AS-YOU-GO LOG CABINS copvwRITE 2013


https://www.instagram.com/stitchedincolor/
https://www.stitchedincolor.com/

